
Verbal submissions to QLDC - Ten Year Plan Hearing - 11th May 2021

My name is Meg Taylor and I am presenting on behalf of The Wanaka Stakeholders Group with

membership of over 3,515 people. Our members are united in their view that the expansion of1

Wanaka Airport under a dual airport strategy for jet aircraft is not in the best interests of this

district and the Wanaka Ward. WSG has the full support of the five Upper Clutha residents

associations.2

Our presentation is without prejudice to our position that the community has been given

insufficient information or time to take part meaningfully in this consultation.

The recent High Court decision overturning the unlawful lease from QLDC to QAC has sent a

strong directive back to council that consultation and council process has hitherto been

inadequate. Communities must be consulted and consulted well.

We remind council of the High Court ruling, its legal obligations under the Local Government

Act and your own Significance and Engagement Policy. The Ten Year Plan and Spatial Plan must

be revised to remove anything about Wanaka Airport which followed on from the negotiation

of the unlawful lease. This includes any reference to Wanaka as part of a dual or jet airport

strategy and wipes any plans QAC has made for our airport since April 2017. Instead there

should be a placeholder which says that further consideration will be given to Wanaka Airport

and Project Pure.

1. COMMUNITIES, GROWTH AND SUSTAINABLE TOURISM.

A town that plans well for its residents will also be a town that is attractive to visitors in the

long term. If you refuse to manage growth and ignore the concerns of locals you will destroy

Wanaka and Queenstown both as places to live and as high-quality destinations.

A sustainable policy for air services is vital to the economic and social wellbeing of the

communities within the Queenstown Lakes.

2 Namely, the residents associations of Mt Barker, Luggate, Hawea, Albert Town and Cardrona.
1 WSG membership confirmed as at 0900 Saturday 8th May 2021.
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Council’s own statements describe the impact of visitors to the region on infrastructure

demand and the overall difficulties in funding infrastructure; looking to central government for3

funding, bed taxes, higher rates, increased debt and deferred projects in the Upper Clutha. It

should follow that Council must manage growth, including visitor numbers, to suit capacity. Yet

it is contemplating a massively expensive and growth-accelerating jet airport strategy for

Wanaka. Where is the rationale for that? It is within council’s power to address many of the

drivers for unsustainable growth but the draft TYP and SP do not do so.4

Reading through the SP and TYP it appears our council does not know what direction it is

heading in. Is it there to support ever expanding “growth in demand for commercial air

services” [SP 88] or is it there to manage and protect the community’s “overarching desire to

preserve what makes the region a special place to live, work and visit”? [TYP 169] 5

There is a fundamental disconnect between council’s stated aspirations in the SP and TYP and

its strategy for air services in the district.

5 These are the “aspirations that Council is working towards” - the vision beyond 2050. “From Makarora
to Kingston, our district sets the standard for regenerative, low-impact living, working and travel…Our
public transport is the cleanest, greenest, innovative choice for district- wide connectivity.  Active travel is
an integral part of an accessible and safe network for all of our people. Zero waste is just something that
we do here…Our district is a place where our quality of life is enhanced by growth through innovation
and thoughtful management.” How on earth does this fit with any plans for a second jet airport? [quoted
from TYP Pages 47-49]

4 As it is it appears that Council has one vision and one vision only and all planning leads to this. We
question the establishment of a parallel noise committee for Wanaka airport along with noise modelling,
the zoning for future commercial urban development there, the claim that Queenstown Lakes is “remote”
and therefore demands air connectivity, the repeated assumption that air connectivity should be grown to
suit tourist numbers whatever the demand in the district, the limited commitment to rule out only
wide-bodied jets at Wanaka airport, the implication that expansion of Queenstown Airport noise
boundaries might be revisited beyond the current SOI.

3 SP 83-84 “The rapid increase in visitors has stretched infrastructure networks and is putting pressure
on the environment and the community.” In the TYP Council is predicting double the number of visitors to
residents during peak periods by 2031 - this is without a dual airport scenario.
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2. CONSULTATION STANDARDS AND LOCAL GOVERNANCE

Council must review its consultation methods and how it treats community input into planning.6

● How many individuals have felt empowered to submit on the TYP & SP and in 30 days

come to grips with 680 pages of documents, policies and budgets. How many feel their

views will be ignored?

● There is an ongoing problem in QLDC’s management of QAC and Wanaka Airport. An

example: in the TYP QAC is to develop the "community engagement plan” for the

airport masterplans and in 2023 it will begin “formal community consultation” [TYP

170] This runs counter to the High Court ruling that such engagement and consultation

should be undertaken by council not QAC. We submit that the governance model for7

Wanaka Airport has to change. Wanaka Airport is Wanaka’s asset and its governance

needs local accountability.

● Another example of inadequate information: unrealistic population figures with no clear

source. As Page and Marshall presented to the Spatial Plan, Council has significantly

underestimated growth for the district.

3. CLIMATE OBLIGATIONS

We have a national commitment to achieve climate neutrality by 2050. Nearly two years  ago

QLDC declared a climate emergency. The Minister for Tourism and the Parliamentary

Commissioner for the Environment have advised that tourism must factor in climate

obligations. At this stage QLDC has an unfinished and weak climate action plan and a carbon

emissions road map which is referred to but not published. Neither appear to inform the draft

SP or TYP.8

8 The community needs to see a copy of the “emissions road map” which is referenced as completed. We
understand that the Climate Action plan will not be finished until well after the adoption of either the draft
TYP or draft Spatial Plan, when it should as a matter of urgency be completed and climate obligations
should inform all council policies, plans, budgets and decision making.

7 See para. 230 of the High Court Judgement. We also note that the development of the district’s airports,
while raised by participants as a “key interest topic”, was deliberately omitted from the SP consultation
process, see page 11 of the SP Community Engagement document.

6 This will be absolutely necessary for QLDC to move from 48% of respondents in 2020 who “are
satisfied with the opportunities to have their say” to their target of 80% this year and following.
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IN SUMMARY

There is a way forward for Council, if you are willing to engage lawfully with this community.9

Develop a Plan B for airport strategy, one which reflects the significant pressures our district

faces, our carbon emission obligations and the clearly documented concerns of our

communities.

Show "bold leadership." Tackle growth. Tackle climate change. There is no doubt that this

district will grow. Whether it does “grow well” is up to you.

Updated 11/05/21

* WSG membership as at 09:00 Saturday 8th May 2021 stands at 3,515 people

9 Particularly, but not limited to, the Local Government Act.
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